[Immunologic changes and infections in alcoholic cirrhosis].
The authors explored humoral and cellular immunity in 50 cases of alcoholic cirrhosis. The levels of the three serum immunoglobulins were greater than normal. IgM was significantly higher. The levels of antipolio antibodies (types I, II and III) were significantly higher in cirrhosis than in controls. The antistreptolysin and antistaphylolysin titers showed that the differences between levels found in cirrhosis and in controls were not significant. After taking the Sabin polio vaccine, variations in antipolio antibodies remained within normal limits, considering the high levels noted before taking the vaccine. Total serum complement was normal in 90% of the estimtions carried out. The results of the intradermal reactions were dissociated. Tuberculin skin tests were negative in 35% of cases of cirrhosis and in 14.3% of controls. In skin tests for candida and streptococcal antigen, differences between cirrhotics and controls were not significant. The absolute figure for blood lymphocytes per mm-3 was, in half the cases, less than normal.